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,I HAFTARAH FOR·SHABBAT HA-GADOL ·· ., 1) 

'' ll( ;1 ,; ; • 

MALACHI 3:4-24 
' .. 

This haftarah contains God's promise to the pco- Elijah to renew their hearts. This unilateral act 

pie in the period after the rebuilding of the Tern- is proof of God's love of Jacob (announced at 

plejn 516-15 B.C.E.. The prophet announces that the beginning of the collected prophecies 
I 
of 

sacrifici:tl offerings will .again be favorably r~- .Malachi). ' • · '' • ' . · · " 
'• ' I I r , . r If , I 

ceived by God, as in ancient times. First, however, This is Malachi's message of hope. The framers 

'- r _.: God will contend with the nation's breach of of the biblical can~n, placing Malachi aS the last 

. moral and ritual law and _bring sinners to judg- of the prophets, bdieved it to be a final prophetic 

mcnt. Hope lies in repentance and in observance · word to those for whom Scripture teaches .divine 

of the Torah. God's call to the people through truth. , • ... , , ._ r , , , , • f . . : ~, c -. , ·, , a 

J' 

Malachi, the healing mission of Elijah, and the 
teaching of Moses all show God's continual con-
cern for reconciliation and human welfare. · · ' RELATION OF THE HAFTAJ{AH ·: 1•1 ,ri 

·:: ., : . -TO'fHE
1
CALE~DAR[,r, -:o1'1 I"', 

Restoration is the recurrent theme of this haf • 1 

tarah: the restoration ofacccpt.able offerings in the The phrase shabbat ha-gadol (the great Sabbath) 

Temple (3:4), the repair of the Covenant through is a fixed formulation of rabbinic liturgy, found 

repentance (v. 7), the ren~ of ~ti~ divine. in the Grace after Meals in the special supplica-

justicc {v. 18), -and the reconciliation, of parents tion. for Shabbat (beginning r'tzn). In that con­

and children (v. 24). Most of these statements in- text, it ~;;,phasizcs the special holiness of ~ch-
.. r" t • •, I 1 " ~ J I I ~ 1 • •• , :,, ,.) 

dude variations of the verb shuv (turn, ·return). Shabhat. The term also traditionally designates 
Presumably, a crisis of ~tin God's just provi- the Shabbat before Pesa/;. Its 'nieani~g i~·this sci:! 
dcncc bas perverted the people's soul, leading co' 'ting ·is un~rtain, which has clici~ much spec~~ 
callous indifference- in the moral and cultic · u1ation;l,. •, ,I .• , ,_,, ... ,J:•{t,J ,:,.,.;" .d 

realms. The haftarah is thus pervaded by a deep One likely'cxplanarion for the choice of Mal.: 
, - . sense of estrangement from the right order of 3:4-24 as_ ~e ~afta,rah for Shabbat f,p--,9.,IU/ol~ the. 

· ' things, whether in the family, in sociery-, or in the , old t,r_a~~~n .that,~~ ~ .rurc, ~~mP.~.°!.\ .~ ,<». 

divine-human relationship. · ,. cur on Pesaq, the prototype of rcdcmgtion., (BT,. 

•-' 

In a rebuke that precedes the hafiarah,' che peo- ' RH 11 a). B~use th~ '/,afta'rah co~d he &nsaiiJ 
ple arc quoted as saying that "All who do evil arc to herald God'~ gr~c day, ;it is io'~'pr~cd 
good in the ~ight o_f the LoRD." ~ Ind_~ed, they in hope ;arid in warning before. die-festival itscfl.1 

mockingly jibe, ·"Where is the God of justice The· term shabbat ha-gadol would then simply: bd 
[mishpat]?" (Mal. 2:17). In rJponse, God comes a shorthand designation foi sa~~ 

to redress ~e ~use ~f mishpat (judgment) in verse Shabbat the haftarah p,:nclairoing ~ •~ 
3:5, in which the literal "bring to judJment" is 

1 
.(gaM!) day~ r~. ~ ~v~m~ 

understood as "to contend against you. God will mulation Sk4:bba,t S~~~"!'• ¥tell JS o.e 
also attend to the sense of the God-fearers that .designate the Shabbat before ?".orf iJIJ 
"It is useless to serve God" (v. 14). Actions ha~e . the theme of tepcnwice CINA◄ 
consequences. If the people repent and serve God through a haftarah scleqion 
fully, they will receive the riches of heavenly bles- word shuvah (repent; ~,.-.-111111 
sing. Otherwise, they will be ~lasted to ash-root ._The hafta~ah•s ~b 
and branch. S~ deep is the people's resistance that wo'uld have rcinfor¥_ff, 
God finally announces He will send His prophet deed, according to the 
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(the people) are judged with respect to (their) pro- tiated so that the needy would have grain for ma­
duce" (M RH 1:2). Because th~ law required tithes tzah, continues the relationship bccween phiJan­
from agricultural produce gathered before Pesa/J, thropy and piety at the Ptsal; season. The haftarah 
recitation of the haftarah on the Shabbat before thw signals chat gifts have a divine dimension. 
the festival would duly warn the people to fulfiU : Fro"m chi; perspective, Shabhat ha-Gadol calls at­
theirobligations to God and to the poor, and thw . te~tion to an ultimate or "great" accountability 
merit divine favor in the ensuing year. Our custom I that aJJ creatures bear for the resources of the earth 
of charitable giving (ma-ot l;ittim) at this time, ini- and the sacred task of their redistribution. 

,. . ,\ ' 

t\' f' I • I ~ ' ' ,. ' i I '> I' ,, J \ ' 

34$ruely the offerings ofJudah and Je~~em I • n,,n, nnJ'l:J iliil,, ';,:iil1'14 ..l 
I , .. l 1 , ,'-" ! r : . " ,- T : IT : 

sh~.be P,~easing to !he Lo~o as in th~ days of : n,~~:'l:lli? ·D,J'f'~' 07,31' ,?;l,:;l Q]tp,7i1 
yore ~q in the y~ars o,f old. ~But [first] I will .,~ 1 ,i:,,~~J b~tp~? N0 ~,?.t$ ,f:l:;11i?1 s 
step forward to contend against you, and I will ciy::itzt3:i, ci!J.KJ'l:l:n 'cinvJ:l'l:l::l iftr.,r., 
act as a relentlessaccuseragainstthosewho have ,. • , · - ,, . • -in , - , • , - , .- - - , 

no fear of Me: Who practice sorcery, who com- il~)?7!:( ,,:;,1p-i~tp · ip.tpll~' ij?!fJ? 
mit adultery, who swear falsely, who cheat la- . iti;,-r i'l:l.K ,J,xi, .K71 •'-,riwr.,, c,n,, 

l n : ,- T ' • I I~:. J\ f #• J - ~ - J ' T i 

borersoftheirhire, andwhosubvert[thecause ,; .,. I:...... , .. . :n,1:(~~ 
of] the widow; orphan, and stranger, said the ·

1
, , 

1
J , • 

LoRD .ofJios.ts. 1 I , .• '"' 'I ·,r: , ,I; r ::11,3,1,-,J~ cnx, ,n,JU! x, mil, iJ.K ,::, 6 
I 1 • , ,. , • f •, .,. I ..... , • ,... : .r: - • • N T J ) '-" • .,. - 1 ,,. 111.1• •t I '1'J., 1 1 • •, 1 """- , 1 ... , · - 1 , , 

1 
: .. • !, • , -.,. • • 

' 6Forl amtheLoRD-I havenotchanged;and·11• tlJ)7Q. C~'ll]:l~ ~""~? ?, : cp,'7;, .K? 
you are 'th~ children of Jacob~yoti have not _ , il;mp~1 ',?~ ~~'"P ci,7,;,tp, K1?1 ',~~?,;) 
ceased 'to be: 7F rom th every days 9f your fathers . , I ill::l~ tll:i"lr.l.Ki ni.K~~i il1il, inx c:,,',x 

·1 \ ,t i ' nr rl .. I \.'t o • - -i l ,. t • n • ... - T V .. - , 

you Have turned 'away from My laws and have 'c~.K ,':' ·0 ,il···t..:,. c,,·x ,,~..,,il 8, • ..,'!l••+J 
J,. c,11 J I 11 l l \ I ' • Jl ,... I 1 .... ,;J I 7j..._ -,.=..11, I • ~,"' 

not observed them. Tum back to Me, and I will, "~), ,~ ... ..,\ il · .,, • T , - :, • • ..., ,,~. • 

· • · ·• '· ';'I, J/..J.1, , l::1::1 cr:i,r.l.Ki ,nx c,~..J.:i tumbacktoyou-saidtheLoRoofHosts.But --' 'I ~.., ~:, r, ,- , ..., _,,- "".:,. · ,. :I' 

you ask, "How shall we turn back?" sought man , tlfl,t( Jill.I:()?¥ 9 . : rrp~:,J;l iJ1 . ,w~~rr 
to defraud God? Yet you are 'defrauding Me.' ' : ;7~ ,;!iJ tJ'l?~'ij7 CJ:l,t( "ti.K1 tl"l~} 
An'd you ask~ "How have 'We been defrauding

11 
r•i n,~-,x ' "ltvl7~il---,~-nx . ~l(,Ji110 

1d I I J • , ,•'1_, ~ -r' ~ - 1-r · , 'i V • • T 

You?" In tithe and contribution. ~You , are \,J iJ"Jn""" . .,n• .,~':' ~,- ,\ .,il,1 '-,,,.,, t.1il 
,11 : 1. , .,t , ,\,.\ 1'\ --,qJ~• ~ -11 t tt , 1 ·, ~i1,, .·•,,T1 . -}~ 1•1.,~ .., ! . . ~u~•, 

suffermgunderacurse,yetyougoondefraud-, ; n"'~x· tJL-c· n" """' ili ·y'"!\ ' • , ' • ' ' ~· · .n., i,7 .K 1.K..J..1 I i1, ,nx .n.K .:.i 
ing.M~7 the whole na~on of you. lO~ring th~ •1 i r ' .? . ' 1 .- t • ' ~ : · ,- • . • 
full ~the into the stor~house,· and let there be 1 n;/?, ipp~l01 'q~J;l~iJ n,~l~. n,t<. 0~7 
food •in' My House, and thus' put Me to the . . ,~-.K~ 'o~? ir:11.vi1 11 : ,·r,'?ri.v il;lf 
test-said the Lo.Rri of Hosts. I will surely ·open ' ~X?i ilr.l1Xil ""1!3-n.K [l::)', nmz;,-}<',i 

• ·•• ' : AT T-: T .I' ' •, \."" T , • • I • 

~eflo
1
o?g,at; s,o~~ e~1o/.~1(ryo~~Q~0\lf~OW#._,, \ ,• • :',' • I • -~ J " • • • 

blessing\ ~I\Y0~; \,1,a,n~[.~ban~~~eloc~s~-- .,i ..I :;J _ ,1 ,, . .,, 1 . 1 _ ·riciprn ·, v. s. 
fr~myo~, ~~tha\they~n~~destroytheyiel~ ,.,: .. ; .,·' ·" ·, , ., c, 

1, ~' . r. ~ ;(J L .,i._,, '. -•.,•., , ' ; , i '( :J . • . ~ L J J : •• ; 

Malachi 3:5. , Wbo pr11ttit1 ,orcay ( Con- 7. T,,,.,, bt1ek to M,, and I will turn b11tk to 
demnacio~ of :f.~ts}i«:5 ~d !a)sc ~aths and of ~e yo~. _Malachi's _exhonati~~ ~~-es the pe9ple' s 
abuse of widows, orphans, and strangers finds abi11ty to respond to Gods imaauve. · 
cchoesinExod. 22:17,1~-21. . ,,_ ll-~ , .. J I I , 1•-LJ.I I 

''/ .·J • . '' I. :, · n•·1r·· ·•1 • '•' Li 'l,:. Li.1 t. .·1.,' , •. ) - ' •·• f' J, , • t.., r1 d..; I . .; , , _ 
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of your soil; and your vines in the field shall no 

longermisca!ry-said the LoRoofHosts. t2And 

all the nations shall account you happy, for you 

shall be the most desired of landS:-said the 

loRD of Hosts. ... 

13You have spoken hard words against 

M~id the l.oRD. But you ask, aWhat have 

we been saying among ourselves against You?" 

t4You have said, "It is useless to serve God. What . . 

i1Ji1~ .,~t< i11ff~ )~!iJ c;,7 ?~WJ;l 
-,::) c,,ii1-,::> c:ln.K :r,wx, 12 : n,x::1.Y 
i11~~ •. ,;tc . r~6· ·yn; \~iz,~ ,~~i; 

. . o :n1X:lY 
r I t T .; ) 

,,. • I • - •• • ( ~ J 

cl!,7>;1J$J i1)il~ ,??t( D~"1=i11 i'],j 'i?TQ 13 

i~~ x1y, DT;lll?l$ 14 : ·•r?¥ · u7~7,-i1>;> 
1f.t,~VJ~ \),i:llzJ ,:, l1Y~-i1t.:1, tJi;i',x 

• • • • I "' T t• - '\" - ,... Y1 

: n1·~~~ il)il~ ~J~~ n~~,-·!i? \l;>7v. ;?.1 
\ ,) • } • , r, • \\; • I J 

'.l=i1tO~ D"l';Jl D"l'J'f/~}? ,.l~}~ ;:-tf;'~1 1~1 
have we gained by keeping His charge and walk-

ing in abject awe of the Loio of Hosts? 1 SAnd 

so, we account the arrogant happy: they have 

i~deed done evil and endured; they have indeed 

dared God and escaped." t6ln this vein have 

those who revere the LoRo been talking to one 

another. The LoRD has heard and noted it, and 

:,t.,',~,, ci;i,.K -l.ln:::l Ol ill1lU"1 itzll1 
r" T • • 1 \.

0 Y1 7 •1 T S- T ; • ,-, -,x u,,x •ilin, ,x,, -,.,,::i,J ' U-(16 
'\" J • \.1'! ,-•: • ~::•IT 

1~P, :tlJf~'! lT*lp~J 'it)il~ :l¥Ji?!1 ·,il}.71 

: 1)?'fi '9'fi·n7, il1il~ ,~7~7 ,,~~7 li7;,T 
,wx o,,, ntK:ii ilin, '-it.:1.K ,i;;· ~~ill 17 

a scroll of remembrance has been written at His ,._. ·: . ' - T : , ' JT • : I • -:. • • • • ., • ,. : 

behest concerning tho.se who revere the LoRD OiJ"I?~ ,f:17>?1;1 il1~9 i1Wl1 1 ' "'}.t$ 
and esteem His name. t7And on the day that I : 1nx 1:il1il 1.l'.!1-',lT u;,x ',"r.)n, 1-.HU.K::l 

I r T \. : • • J : - ••• -: 1-

am pr~paring, said the LoRD of Hosts, they shall ,,~ l7,!f.17 i'"1~ p;i :01:1,~7~ 'o.J;l;t wps 
be My treasured possession; I will be tender to- . · 

0
,, : ,iJl7 .K? illiX? tJ"lil~.K ,:i·y 

ward them as a man is tender toward a son who , , '~ ., ·; , ,""· ,·• ~ · · .... r 

ministers to him. lBAnd you shaij come to see ! ,,;:r1 . ,,~~~ ,~:;i .K~ tn11i1 i1~;:1-"::l 19 

the difference between the righteous and the ~ • tliJ71 WP- D¥'f''1 ilY.llT.-?;,1 o,·~n-7;, 
wicked, between him who has served God and nilbY ;n;1, 1n.K X:lil ct,;, ti.fix 

T : n: •T T- J- T 

him who has not served Him. 

19for lo! That day is at hand, burning like an 

oven. All the arrogant and all the doers of evil 

shall be straw, and the day that is coming-said 

the Loao of Hosts-shall burn them to ashes 

and leave of them neither stock nor boughs. 

i11J1n 20: tt~¥1 w•i'P DD? :1!~~-Kr, .,!V.t$ 

16. those who ffllere the LoRD Hebrew: 
yir-ei YHVH. Used as a cechnicaJ designation for 
those who revere God's name (3:20), in c.ontra­
discinction co those who despise ic (1:6). They 
shall be vindicated on the day of judgment 
(3:20-21). Presumably, chis refers co a group of 
particularly pious people. 

19. the d4y that is «>ming References to the 
future" day" of judgment punctuate the prophet's 
speech (3:2, 17, 19,21,22,23). A complex scenario 
is envisaged, dominated by the advent of an an­
gelic messenger, the admonition of sins, the in-

tmentions of Elijah, the fiery purgation of sin­
ners, the vindication of the pious, and the visible 
distinction between the righceous and evildoers. 
This scenario was variously explicated and or­
dere<l by medieval Jewish commentators, in light 
of other biblical and Rabbinic evidence. In turn, 
the images were understood in either literal or 
figurative terms. The prophet Malachi was him­
self the heir co a long tradition of this rhetoric, 
produced in a period of more than 300 years and 
in various patterns. 
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20But for you who revere My name a sun of vic­
tory shall rise to bring healing.You shall go forth 

and stamp like stall-fed calves, 2Iand you shall 

trample the wicked to a pulp, for they shall be 
dust beneath your feet on the day that I am 

preparing-said the LORD of Hosts. 
22Be mindful of the Teaching of My.servant 

Moses, whom l charged at Horeb wi~ laws and 
rules for all Israel. r , c. r , \ - • ,.. , 

}3Lo, I will send the prophet Elijah to you be­

fore the' coming of the awesome; fearful day" of 
•' " " - • \ r # 

the Lo RD. 24He shall reconcile parents with chil-
l ., • _.J 

dren and children with their parents, so that, 

when I come, I do not strike the whole land with 

utter destruction.-

I ; 

L? , I will se~d the P! ophet Elijah_to you_befo_re 
the coming of the awesome, fearful day of the 

LORD • • I 
. 

' -

x~7~1 ili?1¥ tzi~W ,,;3tp , ~7~ · n~7 
: i'~7~ ,j~~:p tJ!;llp~1 cpx:rJ -~.,1'1~=?,7 

I • ; ·~ nnr-, ,nx 1,il,-,:::, o,Ylli7 onil;>~121 

,~; il0:; ,J~, ~tli~ bi!J~ To~,7;1 ni9~ 
..._-T ••• J • -: .r.•-z ,r~ S -' 

!l : ni.K:lY i11i1., 
tT: .IT: 

,n,h· ~tlix ,i:il7 iltli°>:J n11.r-i 1-i.:;,r 22 

c~ie-6 · ~iitf'~~~;,-r,; ~in:;i i~i.K 
' I I 

: o,u9tzil:J1 
1• T ; • 

x,::i3;, il!Jr,.K nx o:,', r,r,·u, ,:J°J.K ;-,3r, 23 
/\" T - ,n• •• ~ • ••• T - r O rl' ,c- ... • , , 

: x1;3;:i1 r,;1~iJ . i1li17 o;~ x;::ic ,j~'? 
o,J:;i :i',, n,.b-tn, 'r,;:ix-::i', ::i,u;;,, 24 

\."T .,_! "T - T - <• -: 

n~~rn,t( ip,~iJ1 .Ki:l~-1~ npi~t$-r,~ .. :n,n ., -~-- , 
I ""':. t,, l l . - l 

. x,;i~iJ .i1!7.tS n~ c~7 rJ~tw \:;,J~ il;~iJJ 
[*: .K'1i.3i11 ,',i,lil niil, c;, .Ki::i . ,jn', 

IT - : \,T • T :' J c - ; • 

. ,-.- r ' ' , . t •• • r ,. -

1T1nKil •m', j710.!:lil iUtuJ ilX,,pil n,10n:1 end. 
> ! ' l ' • ',.,,. • •· • ; •.> l ' • 1 I_, •, ~ Ii ,•-, • •: • 

24. He shall recondk parmu with chi/arm of parents "with" their children or "along with" · 
The language is clifficulc. The ace of rcconciliacion them. In the first case, divine wrath _will be fore- . • . , 
here is literally "restore the bean" (heshJ:v ~). Dif-- stalled by intergenerational reconciliation; in the . 
ferent meanings of the preposition translated other, both generations together will return to · 

I I ; • 

"with" (al), however, make it an" open qucscion - God. . - . - I ; -., ~ •• • ,! .. I 
whether the prophet envisi~ns the reconcilia~on , .. .... . , _ .. , , , , 

-; .. I 

. , \'; • I ~ 
•• ,_ ', I : • ,.I .• 

.·' t l • 

• I 

.. ,: 'I ,) I ( 

I, , I I 

: . • I 

• I .. 
I l ' 

• I '! ' ,l 
I • I t• 

.i; • •. • • ; l . ' . .r 

' 1. ••J""' 'l 

. ( 

'. ' 1 · - 'I I • 

' J:.i~ I 
( • •I • • •-
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