
PESACH 5782—How Different Are These Nights!

Dear PSJC,

Believe it or not, Passover is almost upon us once again.  The first seder begins
Friday night, April 15 th. This year, we approach this Pesach at a time of mixed
emotions, with a sense of great anxiety and also real hope. Even as war rages
across the sea and more and more people are forced to flee their homes, wandering
on an uncertain journey as did our ancestors who left Egypt on a moment’s notice,
we are also filled with hope that this year we will actually be able to connect with
others for Seder—in person as well as on Zoom. We look forward to connecting
with you and helping you celebrate this holiday of freedom and renewal in good
and meaningful ways.

1.  SAVE THE DATES
To begin with, here are a number of important dates to put in your Pesach
Calendar:

SELL CHAMETZ with Rabbi Carter
Now until Thursday, April 14, 2022

SIYYUM B’CHORIM
Friday, April 15 | 8:00AM at PSJC and on Zoom

PESACH SEDARIM
First Seder, Friday night, April 15 (candlelighting 7:17PM)
Second Seder, Saturday night, April 16 (candlelighting 8:20PM)

PESACH SERVICES DAY 1 and 2
Saturday, April 16 | 10:00AM (at PSJC and on Zoom)
Sunday, April 17 | 10:00AM (at PSJC and on Zoom)*
*followed by the Simchat Bat of Mitchell and Gaby Eilenberg’s daughter

HOL HAMOED PESACH SERVICE
Wednesday, April 20 | 8:00AM (on Zoom)

PESACH DAY 7 SERVICE
Friday, April 22 | 10AM (at PSJC and on Zoom)



PESACH DAY 8 SERVICE (including Yizkor)
Saturday, April 23rd | 10AM (at PSJC and on Zoom)

PESACH ENDS at 8:28PM on Saturday, April 23
Any Hametz sold through Rabbi Carter should not be used until Saturday,
April 23 at 9:28PM (unless other arrangements are made).

COMMUNAL YOM HASHOAH V’HAGEVURAH OBSERVANCE
Wednesday, April 27 |7:15PM at PSJC (and on Zoom)

SHABBAT SHOAH
Saturday, April 30 | 10:00AM at PSJC (and on Zoom)

2.  WHAT TO EAT?--COOKING AND SHOPPING FOR PESACH
Here is the Rabbinical Assembly’s yearly Passover guide.

Don’t forget that, since 2015, the Conservative movement has formally permitted
Ashkenazim who choose to consume kitniyot (legumes) during Passover. This may
be a good year to consider putting aside the Ashkenazic custom of eschewing
legumes (beans and lentils), corn, and rice. Do not hesitate to reach out to me if
you have questions (rabbicarie@psjc.org).

3. SEDER: PERSONAL SEDARIM AND ZOOM SEDER
This year, we are thrilled to be able to bake baby steps back towards in-person
sedarim—even as many will continue to make use of zoom to help connect around
the Seder table. Because this year, while generally more open than in recent years,
still holds concerns and limitations due to Covid 19, we are not able to commit to
making matches for Sedarim this year. However, if you would like an additional
guest for your seder, please let us know. We will definitely keep an ear out and
connect people as possible. There are a number of communal sedarim being held
around New York this year. Here is the link to UJA’s list of communal sedarim. If
finances make attendance at one of these impossible for you, please let us know,
and we will try to help.

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:ad934bd6-b4bf-35da-b7e1-c0ddee833be8217d84454acf9ccc65f7f2b61&color=b3b3b5&url=https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/Pesah%252520Guide%2525205780.pdf
mailto:rabbicarie@psjc.org
https://www.ujafedny.org/find-a-seder


4. RESOURCES FOR CREATING MEANINGFUL SEDARIM
Check out the PSJC Website for good resources for creative, engaging
sedarim—of all sizes and in all forms.

5.  TIPS FOR YOUR SEDER PLATE
One of the fun and thoughtful additions we can make to our Sedarim is to add or
adjust the items on our seder plate.  Here are a few classic as well as new
additions/changes for that visual telling of the movement from slavery to freedom:
Karpas – Parsley or celery are regular favorites for Karpas.  But remember, this
can be any vegetable—including a boiled potato.
Maror – In addition to horseradish, you can use other fruits or vegetables that can
bring a tear to the eye if consumed raw: hot peppers, mustard greens, and raw
lemon are good options. Don’t forget Romaine lettuce with its bitter aftertaste
which can also work as maror.
Roasted Shankbone on Seder Plate -- A roasted beet works in place of the
shankbone (Pesahim 114b)

EXPANDED SEDER PLATE
Over the last many years, it has become the practice in many homes to add
additional symbolic foods to acknowledge injustice and issues of deep concern in
our world today.  Some favorites:

Orange—to symbolize inclusion
Tomatoes—to support workers (especially immigrant workers)
Olives—symbolizing efforts towards peace in the Middle East

To this, we at PSJC added ginger—an important spice used in Chinese cuisine, and
a way to show our support of Asian Americans who have been targets of violence
in recent years. Click here for the letter our members Sojourn Wei and Kenan Jaffe
shared when bringing this to our community.

And this year, for those who eat kitniyot, consider adding sunflower seeds for
Ukraine. If you don’t eat kitniyot, you can still add sunflower seeds to the seder
plate, just don’t eat them. That’s the special status of kitniyot. Unlike Chametz,

https://www.psjc.org/pesach
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:e33a7f01-6d8a-3685-bd36-f8872e24c600


kitniyot can be in your house—and even on your table—even if you don’t eat
them. But if that is too tempting, consider just a single sunflower for your table.

6.  KASHERING/CLEANING
Check out the Rabbinical Assembly’s Pesach Guide for details on cleaning and
kashering things for Passover. Remember, things do not need to be perfectly
cleaned of dust, but they must be well-searched and cleaned of hametz. Please do
your best to rid your home of hametz. Feel free to reach out to me if you have any
questions about how to do this - rabbicarie@psjc.org

The good news is that at the end of the day, we state: “All Hametz in my position,
whether I am aware of it or not '' is as the dust of the earth. This year, following our
Siyum B’chorim on the morning before Pesach, we can gather in the yard at PSJC
to burn Chametz. If you are not able to join us, please throw out your extra
chametz in the garbage, sprinkling household cleaner on top to assure that it is
inedible. Please do not flush hametz down the toilet—for the sake of your pipes
and those of the city.

7.  SALE OF CHAMETZ
This year, it is all-the-more important to sell your Chametz. This can be done with
this online form. It gives me permission to sell your chametz to a non-Jewish
person for the duration of Passover. Just put your leftover chametz in a sealed
cabinet/separate location in your home and allow me to sell it for you. Please go to
our online Mechirat Hametz form. Please fill it out by Thursday, April 14, 2021.

8.  We are in this together
Please don’t hesitate to be in touch (rabbicarie@psjc.org       ) with any
questions/concerns that may arise this year.
May we move through the Narrow Places of these days (from places of constraint)
to a place of openness and renewed possibility as we make our way through this
holiday of Freedom.

mailto:rabbicarie@psjc.org
https://psjc.shulcloud.com/form/hametz-sale-2022.html
mailto:rabbicarie@psjc.org


May this be a zissen pesach (a sweet and healthy Pesach) for us all,

-Rabbi Carie Carter


